An update on super wide field microscopy in dermatologic surgery.
Microscopic interpretation represents the central tenet for diagnosis and eradication of cutaneous tumors. Standard microscopes are limited by relatively high-powered objectives and smaller viewable diameter. Newer equipment offers optional lower powered objectives including 1X and 2X objectives and can be combined with super widefield eyepieces to greatly enhance the viewable area during pathologic interpretation of slides. Mohs micrographic surgery represents one of the most useful areas in which the dermatologic surgeon gleans multiple efficiencies from these microscope systems. One such system that was recently trialed, the Nikon 80i microscope, proved to be incredibly easy to use and multiple efficiencies were quickly realized.